
 
 

Project Location 
All Pathfinder Volunteer Days projects will occur within or near the Robert’s Pasture at the 
Pathfinder Buzzard Ranch.  The Pathfinder Buzzard Ranch is accessed south from US Hwy 220 
on Natrona County Rd 410.  The turn off of US Hwy 220 is located between Independence Rock 
Rest Area and Pathfinder Wildlife Refuge / Steamboat Lake, approximately 51 miles west of 
Casper and 65 miles north of Rawlins.  From US Hwy 220 head south on CR 410, which turns 
into Carbon County Rd 497, for 22 miles until you reach the Pathfinder Buzzard Ranch.  At the 
Pathfinder Buzzard Ranch, continue west on CR 497 for 1.5 miles at which time you will turn 
south (left) onto a ranch road.  Continue south, crossing Sand Creek, and venture into the 
Volunteer Days Headquarters.  There will be various signs along to the way to help point you in 
the right direction. 
 
Please plan to meet on location at 8am each day at the Volunteer Days Headquarters. 
 42.271120, -107.099189  located in T26N R87W S34 NENE 
 You can search (42.271120, -107.099189) in Google Maps for the exact location 
 
Project Descriptions 
The Robert’s Pasture is 1,275 acres encompassed by 3.5 miles of old woven wire fence with two 
strands of barbed wire above the woven wire.  In 2018, volunteers removed nearly 2.5 miles of 
woven wire fencing and replaced it with wildlife friendly fencing.  Two migration gates were 
installed at strategic locations.  Many wildlife species utilize this pasture for various habitat 
needs and the fencing acts as a significant barrier to their movement. 
 

Mule Deer:  Mule Deer are regularly seen throughout the pasture, especially at the 
foothills of Bear Mountain above the Robert’s Spring area.  Doe deer utilize the Robert’s Spring 
area during fawning season and deer fawns have a difficult time crossing through the woven 
wire fencing. 
 

Greater Sage-grouse:  Sage-grouse are routinely seen throughout the Robert’s Pasture.  
The Bear Mountain Lek is located within the pasture itself, with five other active leks located 
within six miles of the pasture perimeter.  Sage-grouse utilize the wet meadows surrounding 
the drainage area of Robert’s Spring and enhancement of these areas will contribute greatly to 
their habitat needs.  Flagging of the fence surrounding the Bear Mountain Lek will add visibility 
to lessen any fence collisions. 



 
 

Rocky Mountain Elk:  Elk are frequent visitors to the Robert’s Pasture during the 
fall/winter seasons, as well as migrate through the pasture from Bear Mountain to the Buzzard 
Meadows to calve in the spring.  Elk calves have a difficult time crossing through the woven 
wire perimeter of the pasture during their trips from Buzzard Meadows and Bear Mountain. 
 
 Pronghorn Antelope:  Pronghorn are the most abundant species throughout the pasture 
and are consequently impacted the most by the woven wire.  Installation of a smooth bottom 
wire at least 18 inches high will greatly benefit their movement in and out of the pasture. 
 
Robert’s Pasture 
In addition to the Volunteer Days projects, Pathfinder Ranches has other ongoing activities 
within the Robert’s Pasture. 
 
 Spring Development:  At Robert’s Ranch Spring, Pathfinder Ranches and Pathfinder 
Cattle Company have developed the spring to convey water to two stock tanks within the 
pasture.  Installing a spring box and spring exclosure fence (excluding livestock) and adding 
stock tanks helps distribute livestock throughout the pasture and reduces site-specific impacts 
within the riparian areas.  One project in 2019 is to construct a fence exclosure surrounding the 
spring. 
 
 Photo Point Monitoring:  Pathfinder Ranches, in conjunction with EcoPoint Inc., are 
rangeland monitoring within Robert’s Pasture for geospatial photo capture of habitat 
conditions related livestock grazing and sage-grouse habitat conditions.  This innovative 
technology is implemented throughout all Pathfinder Ranches properties, including 29 federal 
grazing permits. 
 
 Livestock Grazing:  Under the Two Crosses Grazing Association, owned by Pathfinder 
Ranches, the livestock grazing / cattle are owned and operated by Pathfinder Cattle Company 
(Stevenson and Burgess Families).  Well-managed livestock grazing is a benefit to rangelands 
and sage-grouse habitat, and the custodianship that the ranching families at Pathfinder 
Ranches bring to the ecosystem is invaluable for conserving healthy landscapes. 
 
  



 
 

Logistics 
 
 Registration:  Pathfinder Ranches is asking all volunteers to register online for 
Pathfinder Volunteer Days.  Getting an accurate headcount allows us to plan for meals, fencing 
supplies and the need for crew leaders.  All volunteers attending must register individually.  
Registration is available at:  https://www.PathfinderRanches.com/volunteerdays 
 

Camping:  All volunteers are welcome to camp at four locations: 
(1) On location near the Volunteer Days Headquarters.  Porta-potties and potable water 

will be available at this site; 
(2) In the yard at the Pathfinder Ranches HQ; 
(3) North of Independence Rock Rest Area on Pathfinder Ranches’ deeded lands.  

Restrooms and potable water are available at the rest area; or 
(4) On any of the amazing public land that surrounds Pathfinder Ranches. 

 
 Meals:  Sack lunches / drinks will be provided both days to all registered volunteers.  An 
evening meal on Friday, July 12th will be provided to all registered volunteers at the Pathfinder 
Ranches HQ (driveway turn off located at mile marker 71.5 along US Hwy 220). 
 
 What to Bring:  All registered volunteers should bring their own work gloves, sunscreen 
and bug spray.  Although Pathfinder Ranches is counting on a 75-degree day with a little cloud 
cover and no wind, the conditions could vary from what is desired.  Please plan for rain, cold, 
heat, etc.  All registered volunteers will need to sign a liability waiver (Release, Holdharmless 
and Indemnity Agreement) that is available on the Pathfinder Ranches Volunteer Days Website, 
or there will be a sign-in sheet at the Pathfinder Volunteer Days Headquarters. 
 
 Contact:  For any questions related to Pathfinder Volunteer Days, please contact Matt 
Hoobler, Director of Operations at Pathfinder Ranches, P.O. Box 768, Cheyenne, WY 82009, or 
by email at: Matt.Hoobler@PathfinderRanches.com, or by phone at: 307-459-3637.  Email 
contact is preferred. 
 
  



 
 

 
 
 


